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Assessment Notification


Department: 

Science

Year: 


8
Course: 

Science

Weighting: 

50% (for Semester 2)

Date: 


Semester 2 examination block

Course Component: The Night Sky, The changing Earth, Body systems
Task:


Semester 2 Examination


Syllabus Outcomes:

	4.2
	uses examples to illustrate how models, theories and laws contribute to an understanding of phenomena

	4.3
	identifies areas of everyday life that have been affected by scientific developments

	4.5
	describes areas of current scientific research

	4.8
	describes features of living things

	4.9
	describes the dynamic structure of Earth and its relationship to other parts of our solar system and the universe

	4.17
	evaluates the relevance of data and information

	4.19
	draws conclusions based on information available



Task Description:

Written examination 

Length of Examination: 90 minutes plus 5 minutes reading time
Content: See overleaf
Section A: Multiple choice questions
Suggested time:  30 minutes
· Common 20 multiple choice (2 marks each)



Marks: 40
Section B:  Common written section 
Suggested time:  30 minutes
· 10 extended response






Marks: 30
Section C:  Class section 
Suggested time:  30 minutes
· Short answer and extended response questions



Marks: 30

Total Marks = 100
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Topics Studied 

Topic 3: The night sky AND The changing Earth (Chapter 18 and 19)



Astronomy

Beliefs and developments in astronomy from Ptolemy to modern times - extension

· geocentric and heliocentric model of the Universe. Use of models in Science.

· the Moon, phases, tides, eclipses etc

· gravity, orbits, celestial bodies



The changing Earth

Rocks

· what are rocks? 

· origins of igneous, metamorphic and sedimentary rocks

· weathering and erosion. Sediments and water

· physical, chemical and biological processes of sedimentary rocks

· fossils

· human-made erosion

Topic 4: Body systems (Chapter 10 and 14)


Respiratory System
- cellular respiration (aerobic and anaerobic)





- components of the respiratory system and how we breathe





- respiratory illnesses e.g. lung cancer, asthma


Circulatory System
- components of blood





- blood types, blood transfusions





- structure and function of human heart





- role of circulatory system, arteries , veins, capillaries





- role of the liver

Nutrition
- components of diet essential to health. Notion of a ‘balanced diet’.





- carbohydrates, fats and oils as energy sources





- roles of protein, vitamins and minerals in the diet


Digestive System
- teeth types and number in mouth





- description of mechanical and chemical digestion

- passage and digestion of food through the human digestive system





- role of beneficial microbes in the large intestine




- importance of villi in absorption

The Skeletal System 
- structure and function of bone




- importance of skeletal system

- joints types

- muscular system


Skin Care

- structure and function of skin

- protection against harmful microbes





- skin cancer

Circulatory System and Respiratory System will only be assessed in Section C for those classes that have completed these topic areas.

