Year 7 Music Half Yearly Exam Study Guide

There will be four main sections in the exam:

1. An aural section, where you have to work out a time signature, a rhythm pattern or a pitch pattern, from a multiple choice selection.

2. A listening section where you have to give written responses to some unfamiliar music, testing your understanding of the concepts of music

3. A short answer section testing your knowledge and understanding of the two main topics studied this year- film music and instruments of the orchestra
4. A section testing your knowledge and understanding of music theory
SO….

For 1, know all your time signatures, note and rest values and names of notes.

For 2, you need to study everything to do with the concepts of music.  You could try listening to pieces that you do and don’t know, and try to work out what each concept of music is doing in that piece.  Use your handouts to help you at first, then try analysing some pieces without looking at the handouts. Make sure you learn how to identify the different orchestral instruments by their pitch and tone colour, so you can work out what instrument is playing in a piece. 

These web sites should be able to help you practise instrument recognition:

http://www.flashmusicgames.com/orchestra03.html    quiz with sounds

http://datadragon.com/education/instruments/
http://www.sfskids.org/templates/instorchframe.asp?pageid=3
http://www.playmusic.org/stage.html
http://library.thinkquest.org/5116/
For 3, study all handouts related to film music and instruments of the orchestra, including any assignments and tests. Know all major features and parts of instruments, all pieces studied and their composers. Especially learn the meanings of all the terms taught in class such as pizzicato, vibrato, incidental music, double reed, mouthpiece bell, etc. These are generally found on your handouts.

For 4, revise all names of notes in treble and bass clef, rhythm values, rests, key and time signatures and positions of notes on the keyboard. Check your handouts carefully for these things, and your theory books should help too.

