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HUMANITIES DEPARTMENT
History, Geography, Business Studies, Economics and Studies of Religion



Humanities Common Assessment Task
2011

	Year and course name:
	Year 8 History

	Task name:
	CAT IV: Aboriginal Contact & Colonistation

	Format:
(Group, individual, in class, multiple lessons, at home, presentation etc)
	Individual Research Task


	Question:
	Report on an Aboriginal Massacre from the early period of colonisation in Australia.

	Task weighting (%)
	30%

	Due date 
	Wednesday 9 November, period 1, Week 5B

	Date issued (if assignment)
	Mon 17 October (Term 4, Week 2)


	Teacher/s
	SB, PC, CR



Detailed task instructions: see over page





Year 8 History CAT IV
Aboriginal Massacres
Research and report on a massacre from the early colonisation period (no later than 1875). Some examples include massacres at Slaughterhouse Creek, Cape Grim, Bathurst and Hospital Creek, but you are encouraged to find others. (You cannot do the Myall Creek massacre as we will study this in class.)
The use and careful analysis of a wide range of historical sources will be helpful. This is an emotive area, so some sources will be particularly biased. Try to find information from both aboriginal people and the settlers wherever possible. Look for eyewitness accounts, court reports, newspaper accounts from the time as well as more recent accounts.
Present your findings in no less than a one page report, including a bibliography (see page 31 in your diary for the correct method). 
Remember the ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘where’, ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions will be helpful. Suggested areas of research also include:
· what events led up to the massacre, 
· what happened during the massacre,
· what happened after the massacre, 
· what penalties or charges were laid (if any) on those responsible. 
If you can find pictures or maps, these may also enhance your project.

Remember when writing your answer to use SEEL.
S = Statement about what the paragraph will be about
E = Explain the statement
E = Evidence to support this – a quote or example
L = Link the paragraph back to the question.


Due date: Wednesday 9 November, period 1, Week 5B




Year 8 History CAT IV – Marking Guide 
Research an aboriginal massacre from the time of the early colony.
	Research
Information has been found from a number of sources, indication of thorough search for information, sources weighed carefully, students has asked ‘W’ questions, material is not ‘cut & pasted’ but presented in student’s own words.
	
Excellent
Good
Average
Poor
	/10

	Use of evidence:
statements are backed up with quotes or explanation to prove their validity.
	Excellent
Good
Average
Poor
	/5

	Structure of project:
Contains introduction, conclusion, each paragraph introduces a new argument that builds to a logical conclusion.
	Excellent
Good
Average
Poor
	/5

	Structure of paragraphs & sentences :
use of SEEL, arguments linked back to the question, each paragraph arguing a new point that addresses the question; correct grammar, spelling, use of capitals etc
	Excellent
Good
Average
Poor
	/5

	Bibliography
At least 5 good sources, a variety of medium (websites, books, digital etc) correctly annotated, arranged in alphabetical order by author etc.
	Excellent
Good
Average
Poor
	/5

	
TOTAL:
	
	/30
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