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‘S8ince we have considered the subject of the pavilion in detail, we will
also describe the Grand Procession. It was led through the city stadium.
First of all marched the sectional procession of the Morning Star, because
the Grand Procession began at the time when that aforementioned star
appeared. Next came the sectional procession named after the parents of
the kings. After these processions came those of all the gods, having the
attributes which were appropriate to the traditions of each of them, It
happened that the procession of the Evening Star came last of all, since the
season brought the time of day to the point when that star appeared. If
anyone wishes to know the details of all of these processions, let him take
and study the records of the Penteteric festivals.

‘In the procession of Dionysus, Silenoi were sent forth first to restrain
the crowds; some of them wore purple cloaks, others crimson ones. Satyrs
followed them, twenty along each part of the stadium, carrying gilded
torches of ivy leaves. After them came Nikai with golden wings; they
carried thymiateria nine feet tall which were adorned with gilded ivy leaves.
The women had on chitons embroidered with figures, and wore much gold
jewelry. A double altar nine feet long followed them, thickly covered with
gilded ivy foliage and having a golden crown of vine leaves which was
entwined with white-striped ribbons, Boys in purple chitons followed
it, carrying frankincense and myrrh and also saffron on 120 golden trenchers.
After them came forty Satyrs crowned with golden ivy crowns: the bodies
of some of them were smeared with purple dye, others with vermilion and
other colours. They carried a gold crown made of vine and ivy.

‘After them came two Silenoi in purple cloaks and white sandals, one
of them had a petasos and a golden herald’s staff, and the other a trumpet,
Between them walked a taller man, six feet tall, in a tragic costume and
mask, who carried the golden horn of Amaltheia. He was called Eniautos. A
very beautiful woman of the same height followed him, adorned with
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much gold jewelry and a magnificent {costume); in one hand she carried a
crown of persea, in the other a palm branch. She was called Penteteris.
Four Horai followed her, elaborately dressed and each carrying her own
fruits. Following them were two golden thymiateria of ivy, nine feet tall,
and between them was a square altar of gold. Once again came Satyrs,
having golden ivy crowns and dressed in scarlet; some of them carried a
golden oinochoe, and others a karchesion. After them marched the poet
Philikos, who was the priest of Dionysus, and all the Guild of the Artists
of Dionysus. Delphic tripods were carried right after them as prizes for
the choregoi of the flautists. The one for the choregos of the boys’ class
was 131 feet tall, and the one for the choregos of the men was 18 feet tall.

‘After them a four-wheeled cart, 21 feet long by 12 feet wide, was
drawn by 180 men. In it was a fifteen-foot statue of Dionysus pouring a
libation from a golden karchesion. He wore a purple chiton reaching to his
feet and a transparent, saffron-coloured robe on top of that. The statue
also wore a purple himation woven with gold. Before the figure lay a
golden Laconian krater of fifteen measures, and also a three-legged, golden
table on which lay a golden thymiaterion and two gold phialai full of
cassia and saffron. The statue was covered by a canopy decorated with ivy,
vine, and other fruits, and fastened to it were crowns, fillets, thyrsoi,
drums, headbands, and satyric, comic, and tragic masks. There (followed)
behind the cart priests, priestesses, many different thiasoi, and female
likna-bearers. After them came Macedonian women called Mimallones,
Bassarai, and Lydai, who had hair streaming loose and were crowned, some
with snakes, others with smilax, vine, and ivy. Some of them held daggers
in their hands, others snakes.

‘After them a four-wheeled cart was led along by sixty men . . , 12 feet



wide, on which there was a seated statue of Nysa twelve feet tall, wearing
a yellow chiton woven with gold thread, and wrapped in a Laconian
himation. This statue stood up mechanically without anyone laying a hand
on it, and it sat back down again after pouring a libation of milk from a
gold phiale. It held in its left hand a thyrsos bound with fillets, The figure
was crowned with golden ivy leaves and with grapes made of very precious
jewels. The statue had a canopy, and four gilded torches were fastened to
the corners of the cart.

“Next, another four-wheeled cart, 30 feet long by 24 feet wide, was
pulled by 300 men, on which there was set up a wine-press 36 feet long
by 22} feet wide, full of ripe grapes. Sixty Satyrs trampled them as they
sang a vintage song to the flute, and a Silenos superintended them. The
grape juice flowed through the whole street.

“Next there came a four-wheeled cart, 374 feet long by 21 feet wide,
which was pulled by 600 men. On it was an askos made of leopard skins
which held 3,000 measures. As the wine was released little by little, it also
flowed over the whole street.

‘One hundred and twenty crowned Satyrs and Silenoi followed it, some
carrying oinochoai, others phialai, and others large therikleioi—all of gold.
Next a silver krater holding 600 measures was led along on a four-wheeled
cart drawn by 600 men. Under the rim and handles and on the foot it had
figures of chased metal, and it was wreathed in the middle with a gold
crown studded with jewels, Next were carried two silver cup-stands, 18
feet by 9 feet. These had finial ornaments on top, and around their curving
sides and on their feet they had figures 2} and 1% feet tall, many in
number, There were ten large basins and sixteen kraters, of which the
larger ones held thirty measures, and the smallest, five measures. Next there

were six cauldrons, twenty-four banotoi, all on stands, and two silver

wine-presses on which were twenty-four bikoi, a solid silver table 18 feet
long, and thirty others 9 feet long. In addition to these were four three-
legged tables, of which one, being plated in silver all over, had a circum-
ference of 24 feet, while the three other smaller ones were encrusted with
jewels in the middle. After these were carried Delphic tripods of silver,
eighty in number, smaller than those mentioned before, whose angles . . .
of four measures, twenty-six hydriae, sixteen Panathenaic amphorae, and
160 psykters. The largest of these held six measures, and the smallest two.
All of these vessels were silver.

“Right after these marched those carrying the gold plate, four Laconian
kraters with crowns of vine . . . holding four measures, two others of
Corinthian workmanship on stands. (These had figures in the round of
beaten metal on their upper part, and on the necks and bellies carefully
executed figures in low relief. Each of them held eight measures.) Then
there appeared a wine-press, on which were ten bikoi, two bowls each of
five measures, two Laconian cups of two measures, twenty-two psykters,
of which the largest held thirty measures, and the smallest one measure.
Next in the procession were four large three-legged tables of gold, and a
golden jewel-encrusted chest for gold objects, 15 feet high, which had
six shelves holding carefully made figures four spans high, many in num-
ber; two cup-stands, two gilded glass vessels, two golden stands for vessels
which were six feet high and three smaller ones, ten hydriai, an altar of
4} feet, and twenty-five trenchers. After these marched 1,600 boys
wearing white chitons, some wreathed in ivy, others with pine; 250 of
them had golden choes, 400 had silver choes, and 320 others carried gold
psykters, others silver ones.

After these boys, other boys carried jars to be used for sweet wine, of
which twenty were gold, fifty were silver, and 300 were decorated with
encaustic painting in many colours. And when the liquid was mixed in
hydriai and pithoi, all those in the stadium received their due portion of
sweet wine.'
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After these things he told at length of six-foot long tables on which the
many tableaux, extravagantly arranged and worthy of view, were led
around; among these was the Chamber of Semele, in which some figures
wore chitons which were embroidered with gold and set with gems of the
highest value.

It would not be right to pass over the four-wheeled cart, 33 feet long by
21 feet wide, drawn by 500 men, on which there was a deep cave pro-
fusely shaded with ivy and yew. All along the route there flew out from
it pigeons, ring-doves, and turtle-doves whose feet were fastened with
ribbons so that they could be easily caught by the spectators. Two springs
gushed forth from the cave, one of milk and one of wine. All the Nymphs
round about him had golden crowns, and Hermes had a golden herald’s
staff, and very rich clothing.

‘On another four-wheeled cart, which contained the “Return of Diony-
sus from India”, an 18-foot statue of Dionysus, having a purple cloak and
a golden crown of ivy and vine, lay upon an clephant. le held in his hands
a golden thyrsos-lance, and his feet were shod with [elt slippers embroidered
with gold. In front of him on the neck of the elephant there sat a young
Satyr seven feet ta]l; wreathed with a golden crown of pine, signalling with
a golden goat-horn in his right hand. The elephant had gold trappings and a
golden ivy crown about its neck.

‘Five hundred little girls followed him, dressed in purple chitons and
golden girdles. The first 120 girls were wreathed with golden pine crowns.
One hundred and twenty Satyrs followed them, some wearing silver
armour, others bronze, After them marched five troops of asses on which
rode crowned Silenoi and Satyrs. Some of the asses had frontlets and
harnesses of gold, others of silver. After them marched twenty-four ele-

phant quadrigae, sixty bigae of goats, twelve of saiga antelopes, seven of

oryxes, fifteen of hartebeest, eight bigae of ostriches, seven of onelaphoi,
four bigae of onagers, and four quadrigae of horses. Little boys were
mounted on all of these, wearing the chitons of charioteers and petasoi;
beside them were mounted little girls wearing himatia woven with gold,
and armed with light shields and thyrsosances. The boy charioteers were
crowned with pine, and the girls with ivy. In addition to these, there were
six bigae of camels, three on either side, which were followed by carts
drawn by mules. These contained foreign tents under which sat Indian
women and others dressed as prisoners. More camels carried 300 minae of
frankincense, 300 of myrrh, and 200 of saffron, cassia, cinnamon, orris,
and other spices. Ethiopian tribute-bearers followed right after them; some
of them carried 600 elephant tusks, others 2,000 logs of ebony, and others
sixty kraters full of pieces of gold and silver and gold dust. After them
came two kynegoi with gilded hunting spears. Two thousand four hundred
dogs were also led along, some Indian, the others Hyrcanian, Molossian,
and other breeds. Right after them came 150 men carrying trees from
which were suspended different kinds of animals and birds. Then Lhere
were borne along in cages parrots, peacocks, guinea fowl, pheasants, and
Ethiopian birds, many in number.’ Telling also of many other things, and
enumerating herds of animals, he included, ‘One hundred and thirty
Ethiopian, three hundred Arabian, and twenty Euboean sheep, twenty-six
all-white Indian cows plus twenty Ethiopian ones, one large white bear,
fourteen leopards, sixteen cheetahs, four caracals, three cheetah cubs, one
giraffe, and one Ethiopian rhinoceros.

Mexl in a four-wheeled cart appeared Dionysus, having fled to the

Altar of Rhea when he was pursued by Hera; Dionysus had a golden crown,



and Priapus stood beside him crowned with a golden ivy crown. The statue
of Hera had a golden stephang,

« . statues of Alexander and Ptolemy wreathed with ivy crowns of
gold. The statue of Arete beside Ptolemy had a golden crown of olive.
Priapus, having an ivy crown of gold, was also present with them. The
city of Corinth standing by Ptolemy was crowned with a golden diadem.
Adjacent to all these figures were 2 cup-stand full of gold vessels and a
golden krater of five measures. This cart was followed by women wearing
very costly himatia and jewelry. They were called by the names of cities of
lonia and the rest of the Greek cities which, situated in Asia and the Islands,
had been subdued by the Persians. All wore golden crowns.

“There were carried in other carts a golden thyrsos which was 135 feet
long, and a ninety-foot long silver spear. In another cart was borne a
golden phallos, measuring 180 feet in length, painted all over and bound
with golden fillets, having at the end a gold star whose circumference was
9 feet.

‘ Although many and various things have been said about these proces-
sions, we have chosen only those things in them which were silver and
gold. For there were also many representations worthy of report, and a
great number of beasts and horses, and twenty-four extremely large lions.
There were also other four-wheeled carts carrying statues not only of
kings, but also many of gods. After them a chorus of 600 men marched
in procession, among whom were 300 kitharistai playing in concert, who
had kitharas gilded all over and gold crowns. After them came 2,000
golden-horned bulls all of the same colour, having golden frontlets and
crowns in the middle, and necklaces and aegises on their chests. All of
this was of gold.

‘And after these things came the processions of Zeus and of all the
other gods, and after all of them, the procession of Alexander, whose
golden statue was borne upon a quadriga of real elephants with Nike and
Athena on either side. In the procession were also led along many thrones

constructed from ivory and gold; on one of these lay a golden stephang, on
another a gold horn, on another a golden crown, and on still another
a horn of pure gold. On the throne of Ptolemy Soter lay a crown
made from 10,000 pieces of gold. There also appeared in the proces-
sion 350 golden thymiateria, and gilded altars crowned with gold crowns.
Four torches fifteen feet long were affixed to one of them. In the
procession were also two gilded escharai, of which one was 18 feet in
circumference, and 60 feet in height, while the other measured 22}
feet. Golden Delphic tripods also appeared in the procession; nine of
them were 6 feet tall, eight others 9 feet tall, and one other, 45 feet
tall, on which there were golden figures 7% feet high and a golden vine
wreath which encircled it. There passed by seven gilded palm trees 12
feet high, a gilded herald’s staff 67} feet long, a gilded thunderbolt 60
feet long, and a gilded shrine whose circumference was 60 feet. In addi-
tion to all of these was a dikeras 12 feet tall. A very great number of gilded
figures appeared in the procession along with everything else, of which
many were 18 feet high. There were also beasts of an extraordinary size,
and eagles 30 feet high. Golden crowns, numbering 3,200, also appeared
in the procession, and one other mystic crown of gold, decorated with
very precious jewels and measuring 120 feet. This crown was put around
the door of the Berenikeion. There was likewise a golden aegis. Very many
golden stephanai also appeared in the procession, which richly dressed little
gitls carried; one of these was 3 feet tall and had a circumference of 24
feet. Also in the procession was a golden breastplate 18 feet long and
another silver one 27 feet long which had on it two golden thunderbolts
15 feet long and an oak crown studded with jewels. There were twenty
gold shields, sixty-four golden panoplies, two golden greaves 41 feet in
length, twelve golden dishes, a very large number of phialai, thirty oino-
choai, ten large unguent-boxes, twelve hydriai, fifty trenchers, various
tables, five cup-stands for gold vessels, and a pure gold horn 45 feet long.

This gold plate was in addition to that carried in the procession of Dionysus.



Then there were 400 cartloads of silver plate, 20 of gold, and 800 of

spices.

‘At the very end, the infantry and cavalry forces marched in proces-
sion, all of them fully armed in a marvellous fashion. The foot numbered
57,600, and the horse 23,200. All these marched along dressed in the
uniform appropriate to each, and having the proper panoply.’ Besides the
armour worn by all these troops, there were also many other panoplies
kept in reserve, whose number is not easy to record, but Kallixeinos gave
the full count.

‘In the competition they were crowned with twenty gold crowns.
Ptolemy 1 and Berenike (were honoured) with three statues in golden
chariots and with precincts in Dodona. And the cost in coin was 2,239
talents and 50 minae; all this was counted out by the oikonomoi before
the spectacle was over through the eagerness of those giving the crowns.
Their son Ptolemy Philadelphus (was honoured) with two golden statues
on golden chariots, and with others on columns, one of 9 feet, five of

7! feet, and six of 6 feet.”






