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Year 9 English 

2011
Assessment #4

Task:

Postmodern Short Story + Reflection Statement

Date:

Monday 24th October 2011 (Term 4, Week 3)
Length:
Part A: 1000 words max 



Part B: 500 words max

Weighting:
20%
Outcomes:
1.   responds to and composes increasingly sophisticated and sustained texts for understanding, interpretation, critical analysis and pleasure

4.   selects and uses language forms and features, and structures of texts according to different purposes, audiences and contexts, and describes and explains their effects on meaning

7.   thinks critically and interpretively using information, ideas and increasingly complex arguments to respond to and compose texts in a range of contexts

10.  questions, challenges and evaluates cultural assumptions in texts and their effects on meaning
11.  uses, reflects on, assesses and adapts their individual and collaborative skills to learn and increasing independence and effectiveness
Part A: Postmodern Short Story
Write a short story which showcases your understanding of postmodern stories based on ONE of the following tales:

a) The Shipwrecked Sailor
OR

b) The Watermelon Prince
These tales can be accessed from the following website: 
http://storynory.com/category/fairy-tales/various-fairy-tales/page/2/
You should consider some (but probably not all!) of these possibilities in your story:

· Nonlinear narrative: your story does not start at the beginning and finish at the end but is told in episodes and/or shifts back and forth in time 

· Pastiche: your narrative involves several types of texts

· Appropriation: one or more of your characters are taken from another well known story or real life

· Meta-fiction: your story or characters refer to themselves, the author or the process of composition

Part B: Reflection statement
In 500 words explain:

· which techniques you have used

· why you chose to use them

· how successful you believe your independent writing process has been

· how you might still like to improve your story
NB:

All submissions are to be typed in size 10-12 font, use a header for your name and footer for page numbers, and be stapled.
Part A: You will be marked on your ability to:

· successfully use postmodern language concepts in creating a new story (outcomes 1 and 4)
· imaginatively and interpretively transform a tale from another culture into a postmodern story (outcome 10)
Part B: You will be marked on your ability to:

· critically assess the processes of composing a story and explain the effect of your language choices (outcomes 4 and 7)

· reflect on and adapt skills to learn and increase independence and effectiveness (outcome 11)

Part A: Marking Guidelines

	criteria
	mark

	· skilfully use post-modern language techniques in creating an imaginative and original story 

· experiment with a broad range of different ways of imaginatively and interpretively transforming a tale from another culture into a post-modern story 
	9-10

	· successfully use post-modern language techniques in creating an imaginative story 

· experiment with a range of different ways of imaginatively transforming a tale from another culture into a post-modern story
	7-8

	· use some post-modern language techniques in creating a new story 

· uses a range of ways of turning one of the given fables into a new story
	5-6

	· attempts to use some post-modern language techniques with limited success
· tries to change a tale from another culture into a new story
	3-4

	· use few or no post-modern language techniques

· attempts to write a story little or no reference to any of the tales provided
	1-2


Part B: Marking Guidelines

	criteria
	mark

	· critically assess the processes of composing a story and concisely explains  the effect of language choices
· reflect on and adapt skills to learn and increase independence and effectiveness
	9-10

	· discuss the processes of composing a story and clearly explains the effect of language choices
· reflect on skills to display learning and increase independence and effectiveness
	7-8

	· describe the chronology of the processes of composing a story and mentions the effect of language choices
· describe independence and effectiveness of learning
	5-6

	· mention highlights of the processes of composing a story and lists language choices
· describe independence or effectiveness of learning
	3-4

	· mention very little relevant information about the processes of composing a story and the language choices made
· describe little or nothing to do with independence or effectiveness of learning
	1-2


SUPPORT MATERIAL:
1. Define the following terms:

	Term 
	Definition

	Postmodern
	

	Non-linear narrative
	

	Pastiche
	

	Metafiction
	

	Appropriation
	


2. Read and listen to the stories on the website: http://storynory.com/category/fairy-tales/various-fairy-tales/page/2/
3. Fill out the following table for each story:
a) The Shipwrecked Sailor
	Terms
	How might I use this in my postmodern story?
	Types of language forms and features I could experiment with to showcase my understanding of this term

	Non-linear narrative
	
	· Start in the middle of the plot
· Start at the end
· Do not write a satisfactory ending

	Pastiche
	
	· Include characters from: cartoons, politics, films, history, real life…
· Write in the style of a news broadcast, a rap, a series of emails, a letter from a madman…
· EXT: -refer to this text or unexpected texts (intertextuality)
 -include aspects in another language

-include mathematical formulae or diagrams.

	Meta-fiction
	
	

	Appropriation
	
	


b) The Watermelon Prince
	Terms
	How might I use this in my post-modern story?
	Types of language forms and features I could experiment with to showcase my understanding of this term

	Non-linear narrative
	
	

	Pastiche
	
	

	Meta-fiction
	
	

	Appropriation
	
	








