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Year 8 English 

2011
Assessment #2

Task:

Examination
Date:

Tuesday 7th June 2011
Length:
 1 hour and 30 minutes + 10 minutes reading time

Weighting:
20%
Outcomes:
4. Uses and describes language forms and features, and structures of texts appropriate to different purposes, audiences and contexts

6. Draws on experience, information and ideas to imaginatively and interpretively respond to and compose texts
7. A student thinks critically and interpretively about information, ideas and arguments to respond to and compose texts

9. A student demonstrates understanding that texts express views of their broadening world and their relationships within it
Your Half-Yearly Examination will consist of 3 equally weighted sections.

Part A: Making Your Mark

You will answer questions based on the work you have done on culture and identity in Whale Rider and other texts studied in class.
Content you should study includes:

   Aspects of culture

  Technical vocabulary about film and fiction
  How culture is represented in texts: stereotypes and parodies
   Plot, style, characters and language in: Whale Rider, and other texts covered in class including Beached Az, Summer Heights High.
The skills you should revise are:

   How to identify the main points of a text

   Identification of stereotypes, ideals and parodies

   identification, explanation and evaluation of film and language techniques

The questions may be in the form of:

   Short answer questions

   Cloze passages

   Multiple choice

   Paragraph writing
Part B: Poetry

You will be asked to respond to an unseen poem.  

Content and skills you should revise include:

   Identifying and explaining the effects of poetic techniques including: simile, metaphor, visual/auditory/tactile imagery, onomatopoeia, personification, symbolism, alliteration, assonance, metre, rhyme, repetition.
   Writing both short answer and imaginative responses.
Part C: Deserving Your Downfall

You will be asked to respond to visual and written stimuli. Your extended response will be in the form of a newspaper article (report).  

Content you should study includes:

   Technical vocabulary about tragedies

   Technical vocabulary about drama and poetry

   Language forms, features and structure of a newspaper article

   The ballad form of Rime of the Ancient Mariner

   How the tragic structure is used and manipulated in Oedipus Rex and Rime of the Ancient Mariner

Skills you should revise include:

   Writing in an objective and subjective voice

   Paragraphing and punctuation

   Organising your ideas

   Creating an argument

   Analysing texts

Newspaper Article
You will be marked on your ability to compose considered responses that:

· Use language and literary techniques
 appropriate to a newspaper article and accurately use language conventions
 (outcome 4)

· Demonstrate your ability to analyse information in a range of texts and to respond to texts critically and creatively (outcomes 6 and 7)

· Demonstrate an understanding of content
 and issues covered in this unit (outcome 9)

Marking Guidelines

	Criteria
	Marks

	· Eloquently use language and literary techniques appropriate to a newspaper article and proficiently use language conventions 

· Demonstrate a sophisticated ability to analyse information in a range of texts and to respond to texts critically and creatively 

· Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of content and issues covered in this unit 
	13-15

	· Competently use language and literary techniques appropriate to a newspaper article and accurately use language conventions with sustained control
· Demonstrate a competent ability to analyse information in a range of texts and to respond to texts critically and creatively 

· Demonstrate a detailed understanding of content and issues covered in this unit 
	10-12

	· Use language and literary techniques appropriate to a newspaper article and accurately use language conventions

· Demonstrate an ability to analyse information in a range of texts and to respond to texts critically and creatively 

· Demonstrate an understanding of content and issues covered in this unit 
	7-9

	· Attempt to use language and literary techniques appropriate to a newspaper article and uses some language conventions with varying control
· Demonstrate a basic ability to analyse information in some texts and to compose a general response to texts 

· Demonstrate a limited understanding of content and issues covered in this unit 
	4-6

	· Minimal attempt to use language and literary techniques appropriate to a newspaper article
· Demonstrate a superficial ability to analyse information in some texts and to compose a limited response to texts 

· Demonstrate a rudimentary understanding of content and issues covered in this unit 
	1-3


�  Dialogue, question and answer, argument, development of point of view 


� Grammar, punctuation, spelling, paragraphing


� What is “tragedy”, how has it been manipulated in the texts set for study. 





