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	Year
	9

	Subject
	English

	Name of Task
	Task 5: Of Mice and Men 

	Type of task 
	Viva voce

	Notification Date
	15 November, 2011

	Assessment Date
	29 November, 2011

	Feedback Date
	6 November, 2011

	Submission Instructions

	Submit your planning diagram at the beginning of p1 to the teacher who will mark your viva voce.
Attend the viva voce at the scheduled time.

	Task Description

	Part A:  create a planning diagram which answers the questions (see following pages)
Part B:  participate in an interview-style speaking task called a viva voce 

	  Length/Format

	Part A:  planning diagram: one A3 page max.
Part B:  viva voce: 4 minutes +/- 30 seconds

	Weighting
	20%

	Resources on Oxleylearning 
	http://oxleylearning.org/english/year9/

	Outcomes

	2	uses and critically assesses a range of processes for responding and composing

4	selects and uses language forms and features, and structures of texts according to different purposes, audiences and contexts, and describes and explains their effects on meaning

6	experiments with different ways of imaginatively and interpretively transforming experience, information and ideas into texts

7	thinks critically and interpretively using information, ideas and increasingly complex arguments to respond to and compose texts in a range of contexts


Task Description

Part A: Planning Diagram

Create an A3 diagram to plan your answers to the questions. 

Your planning diagram will be in front of you during the viva voce and you’re welcome to read quotations or points from the diagram but not to read whole slabs of your answer.

· You may create a:
· mind map
· table
· other planning diagram of your own choice

· You may create the mind map on computer or by hand 
· It must be no larger than A3 (A penalty will be incurred for mind maps that exceed this size.)

Part B: Viva Voce

You will have 4 minutes (+/- 30 seconds) to answer some questions posed to you by the marker, based on your research and the unit of work. 

You will answer four questions from the following list:

1. What obstacles did characters face in attempting to achieve their dreams?

2. What role did luck or serendipity play in characters being able to achieve their dreams?

3. What role did plans or strategy play in characters being able to achieve their dreams?

4. Compare the dream/s of two characters in Of Mice and Men.

5. What do you think might have been Steinbeck’s purpose in writing the novel?

6. With which character/s did you most empathise? Why?

7. Comment on the usefulness of your planning diagram in preparing for this viva voce.


If you are looking for a challenge or already know quite a bit about the topic and would enjoy a more complex task, try these:
Optional - Extension 1: The American Dream

a) Read this article: New York Times
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/08/us/08dreampoll.html?WT.mc_id=yt_nyt72&WT.mc_ev=click

b) Read this speech:  Obama on ‘The American Dream’	
http://articles.cnn.com/20071221/politics/obama.trans.americandream_1_american-dream-food-stamps-home-state?_s=PM:POLITICS

c) View this clip:  Obama on ‘The American Dream’
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U6GjNFvLk2M

d) View this clip:  Suzy Orman – Old American Dream is a lie	
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7vB3olRTl7U

8. Evaluate the arguments explored in one or more of these texts.

9. Compare the purpose of one or more of these texts with the purpose of Steinbeck’s novel.

AND/OR

Optional Extension 2: Ethics

Find one or more article, podcast and/or video clip on an ethical issues which is explored in Of Mice And Men.

10. Evaluate the arguments explored in one or more of these texts.

11. Compare the purpose of one or more of these texts with the purpose of Steinbeck’s novel.


NB: Of your four questions, you may request one or two extension questions.  If you would like to answer more extension questions, please book a longer viva voce; you may speak for up to 8 min but should be prepared to speak during lunchtime or after school on the day of the task.


Resources
If you are new to making planning diagrams or would like some tutorials to get you started, try these first:
Mind maps:  
· http://www.mind-mapping.co.uk/make-mind-map.htm
· http://www.jcu.edu.au/tldinfo/learningskills/mindmap/howto.html
· http://www.thinkbuzan.com/intl/?utm_nooverride=1&gclid=CMDC5r3VqKwCFWwF4godvyCJ2Q

Creating tables in Word:
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FNaLR-EfznU
· http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/word-help/demo-make-documents-look-great-in-word-2007-HA010201953.aspx
Assessment Criteria

	Element

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Use a diagram as a planning tool
	prepares a rudimentary diagram

	uses a basic diagram as a planning tool 

	uses a satisfactory diagram as a planning tool 

	competently uses a developed diagram as a planning tool 
	effectively uses a detailed diagram as a planning tool 


	compare relationship between the plans and dreams of characters in Of Mice and Men 
	attempts to articulate some ideas about plans and dreams in Of Mice and Men 

	attempts to articulate ideas the plans and dreams of TWO characters in Of Mice and Men 

	expresses ideas about the similarities or differences between plans and dreams of TWO characters in Of Mice and Men 

	clearly expresses thoughtful ideas about the similarities and differences between the plans and dreams of TWO characters in Of Mice and Men 
	confidently expresses perceptive ideas about the similarities and differences between the plans and dreams of TWO characters in Of Mice and Men  

	Show your knowledge of the events of the novel 
	Refer inaccurately  to the plot of the novel 
	Refer broadly to the plot of the novel and mention 1-2 quotations
	Refer to 1-2 sections of the novel, using quotations and mentioning language forms and features
	Refer to 3-4 sections of the novel, analysing  the language of the quotations
	Refer to 5 or more sections of the novel, analysing the language of the quotations

	Speak appropriately in a viva voce
	Very brief or unfocused interaction, underdeveloped tone, register and/or modality
	Disorganised or unconfident interaction, partially appropriate tone, register and/or modality
	Suitable interaction, mostly appropriate tone, register and/or modality
	Confident interaction, highly appropriate tone, register and modality
	Engaging interaction, eloquent use of tone, register and modality

	Ext:
Evaluate the argument of one or more texts



Compare the purposes of one or more texts with the novel
	
	underdeveloped evaluation of the arguments, using minimal textual references

underdeveloped comparison of aspects of texts
	satisfactory evaluation of the arguments, using broad textual references

competent comparison  of aspects of texts
	perceptive evaluation of the arguments, using textual examples


Well developed comparison  of similarities or differences of purposes
	Insightful evaluation of the arguments, using textual analysis


Sophisticated comparison  of similarities and differences of purposes
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