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Year 10 – Mid-Year Examination – June 2011
What is in the Examination?

The examination will comprise FOUR sections:

SECTION A – Aural Skills
This section will test your aural skills through the following:

· Cadence recognition – Perfect; Imperfect; Interrupted; Plagal

· Melody dictation – in bass and/or treble clef
· Simple music reading ability test involving note values and pitches

· Chord recognition – Major, minor, diminished,  jazz chords e.g. 7ths, 9ths
SECTION B – Listening

There will be a number of short answer questions and a few extended responses based on the musical concepts, covering the two focus topics studied this semester. You will hear excerpt(s) from familiar pieces, as well as unprepared example(s) representative of the topics studied.
You will be expected to be familiar with particular genres, their characteristics and key composers and/or performers.
	Jazz
	19th Century Music

	Spirituals

Blues

Ragtime

New Orleans/Dixieland

Swing

Bebop

Cool; Free; Fusion; Modern Jazz
	Lieder and its forms
Virtuosic pieces

Solo concerto

Programmatic music

Nationalistic music


SECTION C – Score Reading

This section will test your ability to interpret musical scores:

· Tempo markings
· Key signatures -  (study those up to 2 sharps/2 flats only)
· (Italian) terms and signs for expression, dynamics and articulation 

SECTION D – General Knowledge

This section will:

· Test your knowledge of basic music theory
·  Test your knowledge of chords (those listed above and suspended 4ths)
· Include questions directly related to the topics studied in class

· Test your knowledge of terms relating to topics and genres studied in class
How can I prepare for the examination?

What Should You Revise?
· Everything in your folders is a good start!

· Visit www.good-ear.com for help with your chords and cadences
· Revise key signatures (study those up to 2 sharps/2 flats only)
· Jazz and 19th Century genres, especially the characteristics and chronology of the particular styles studied
· Listen to audio examples from each era and practise writing a short paragraph about one or more of the six musical concepts (pitch, duration, structure, tone colour, dynamics and expressive techniques, texture)
· Check out the listening links on http://oxleylearning.org/music/ and familiarise yourself with these genres
· Go through your copies of any scores studied and/or annotated in class (for example, Lieder)
Need Help?
· Don’t be afraid to ask your teacher for help!

· Make a study plan and checklist for each section

· Ask your teacher about the things you are not sure of well before the day of the examination (
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